
 
 

PSY 221 Development Across the Lifespan 
Spring 2019 

 
 
Instructor: Louis Svenningsen, PhD 
BoothUC Email: louis_svenningsen@boothuc.ca 
Duration:  April 1 – July 5, 2019 
Intensive week:  May 6 – 10, 2019 (8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) 
Delivery Mode:   Hybrid  
Credits:   3 credit hours 
Prerequisites:   PSY 120 & PSY 121 or PSY 105 
 
Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline: June 7, 2019 
Time Extension Application Deadline: June 21, 2019 
 
Academic Calendar Description 
An exploration of the conditions, forces and events that form and continue to form us during our 
lifetime. Covering from “womb to tomb”, we look at various key aspects of human development 
such as: milestones occurring in childhood, the school experience, adolescence and emerging 
adulthood, as well as late adulthood and dying. 
 
Course Description 
This is an introductory course. This means that it is a general survey course that addresses 
developmental psychology, with special emphasis on how to recognize typical and atypical 
development. We are going to survey the changes that are seen across the lifespan in an effort 
to examine and discuss the psychological, physical, cognitive, and emotional processes that are 
at play when people grow. 

 
Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes 

1. Understand how to recognize and identify typical and atypical development. 
2. Understand the problems and issues revolving around the issue of development. 
3. Understand salient issues and difficulties pertaining to the study of developmental 

psychology. 
4. Understand how to critically read, evaluate, and use research articles.   
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Required Textbook 
Santrock, J.W., MacKenzie-Rivers, A., & Pangman, V. Life Span Development; 6th Canadian 
Edition.  McGraw-Hill Education.  ISBN: 9781259369438 
 
 
Tentative Intensive Week Schedule 

Day Lesson Relevant Readings 

Monday Perspectives and Approaches  
Prenatal 
Infancy 

Chapters 1 & 2 
Chapters 3 & 4 
Chapters 5 & 6 

Tuesday Childhood Chapters 7, 8, 9 & 10 

Wednesday Adolescence 
Early Adulthood 

Chapters 11 & 12 
Chapters 13 & 14 

Thursday Middle Adulthood Chapter 15 & 16 

Friday Late Life & Death Chapters 17, 18, & 19 

 
 
Course Requirements 

Assignment Weight Due Date 

Quizzes  
(Available online between April 8 – 
June 6) 

54% June 6, 2019, 11:59 p.m. CST 

Classroom exercises 10% May 10, 2019 

3 essays 36% Essay 1: May 24, 2019 
Essay 2: June 7, 2019 
Essay 3: June 28, 2019 

 
  
Chapter Quizzes 

 There will be 9 open book quizzes based on the textbook material. See quizzes and 
related chapters below. 

 Each quiz will have 30 questions. 

 Each quiz will be worth 6%, for a total of 54%. 

 The online quizzes can be accessed on MyBoothOnline and completed any time 
between April 8 and June 6. 

 You will have 35 minutes to complete each quiz. Please note that you can access the 
quiz at any time; however, once you start the quiz, you have to complete it within 35 
minutes. 

 The quizzes are designed to have only one quiz question show up at a time, and once 
you save your answer and move on to the next question, you will not be allowed to 
return to the former question. 

 I have also included a practice quiz, which you can take several times. This practice quiz 
is not worth any marks, but provides an opportunity to become familiar with the quiz 
format. 

 As a study suggestion, even though the quizzes are open book, try and prepare for 
each quiz as if it is closed book. Keep in mind that the quizzes cover several chapters, 
therefore, the time will run out fairly quickly trying to find the answers without knowing 
the material. 

 



Quiz 1 Chapters 1 & 2 
Quiz 2 Chapters 3 & 4 
Quiz 3 Chapters 5 & 6 
Quiz 4 Chapters 7 & 8 
Quiz 5 Chapters 9 & 10 
Quiz 6 Chapters 11 & 12 
Quiz 7 Chapters 13 & 14 
Quiz 8 Chapters 15 & 16 
Quiz 9 Chapters 17, 18, & 19 

 
If you cannot complete a quiz, please discuss the situation with me.  Please know that problems 
with technology do not qualify as valid excuses. Therefore, be sure to have a secure connection 
prior to starting the quizzes. 
   
Classroom Exercises 
Each day several activities will take place that will allow for opportunities to dig deeper into 
various topics related to the chapters that will be covered on that day. 

 
Essays 

 Each essay is worth 12%. 

 Students will be required to write three 5-6 page essays (excluding title and reference 
pages). You will be required to submit the paper online. The essays require that you will 
pick one topic specifically associated with an issue related to three general age groups 
(childhood, adolescence, adulthood).  

 These essays should include an introduction, a thesis, body, and conclusion. Please see 
items on MyBoothOnline that describe what these are and how these should be written.  

 These essays will be treated as formal papers, therefore, you will be graded on 
grammar, critical thinking, and clarity of your argument.  The paper must adhere to APA 
guidelines, which includes resourcing research articles on the topic. These articles must 
come from peer-reviewed publications and be reasonably current (within ~10 years).  

 Please see the marking rubric on MyBoothOnline. 
 

Letter Grades & Grade Points 
 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 
organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize, a superior grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final 
grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 
organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize, an excellent grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 
demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize, a very good grasp of the subject matter, 
evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination, very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 



B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter, evidence 
of critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination, evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 
matter, evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the 
relevant issues under examination, evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 
some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in 
the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter 
and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 
the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use 
of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

Grading Scale 
 
A+ = 95-100% 
A = 85-94% 
B+ = 80-84% 
B = 70-79%  
C+=65-69%;  
C=55-64%;  
D=50-54% 
Less than 50 is a non-pass  
 
Academic Policies 
 
Academic Integrity 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 
portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both 
the student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 
examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 
include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 
from the University College, or other serious consequences.  Plagiarism or cheating in a course 
in which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary 
action by the University according to its policies. 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 
short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 
state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 
acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 
quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 
as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so 
constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits 



an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 
answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 
plagiarism tutorial. 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 
before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 
allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 
determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 
appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 
Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 
College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 
Academic Appeals). 

Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 
It is the student’s responsibility to claim all course work, assignments or tests.  Any course work 
that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of 
final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time, all 
unclaimed course work will be destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 
 
Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 
Classrooms 
We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 
between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only 
for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), 
downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express 
permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 
other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers 
and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the 
discretion of the instructor. 


